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Calvary’s Mission 

 
As God's Children, our mission is to 

 
Know His Word, 

 
Share His Word, 

 
and 

 
Live His Word. 

 
******************************************** 

 

Calvary’s Vision 

 
To be a Christ-centered church, alive with worship  

and meaningful ministries, where the youngest to 

the oldest are serving and being served, growing  

and helping others to grow, and connecting with  

each other and our surrounding communities. 
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About a month ago, I had the privilege of attending the Global 

Leadership Summit.  One of the presenters posed this question 

to the audience: “If we were to compare the disciples of the Bible 

with people who claim to be disciples of Christ today, how close 

would the comparison be?”  He later added (and I agree) “Not 

too close.” 

One of the biggest problems with this is that for many, if not 

most Christians, the only instruction that we involve ourselves in 

is on Sunday mornings.  This is where we hear the call to 

perform the great commission (Jesus said, “Go therefore and 

make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 

observe all that I have commanded you.” –Matthew 28:18-19) 

but we don’t always hear how to live that commission out.  

What I’m proposing is that it is time we gain some of those 

tools so that we can learn the how.  I say this because Jesus’ 

call to live out the great commission wasn’t a call that was 

supposed to be limited to clergy.  This was and is a call to all of 

God’s people to follow and do. 

And this is an amazing thing.  I say this because God is 

trusting YOU with the gift of His Word.  In Matthew 25, Jesus 

tells the parable of the talents.  In this parable He shares with 

His servants varying amounts of gifts; the expectation being that 

His servants will actually invest those gifts and make more.  

Admittedly, that sounds kind of daunting.  But He wouldn’t have 

trusted those gifts with you if He didn’t think that you could do it. 

And here’s the kicker, it’s not your job to convert someone, that’s 

not your responsibility.  That’s God’s job.  Your job is to invest in 

people.  And again, it’s pretty awesome that He trusts you like 

that. 
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But let’s get back to the how part.  Starting on September 

16th, we as a church will be starting what’s called the Red 

Letter Challenge. This challenge was created by Pastor Zach 

Zehnder, to help train people for 40 days and give them the 

simple tools to live out the great commission.  

If this, too, sounds a little daunting, don’t let it be.  The 

challenges that are contained in Red Letter Challenge are 

simple and they’re straight from Jesus’ teaching.  And besides, 

if God is for us, who can be against us? 

To help each of us along this journey, Pastor Zehnder has 

written a book to be used daily with words of encouragement 

and simple daily challenges.  Each one of these books costs 

$15. If you can’t afford this, let us know, because we still want 

you to have this book. It’s really that important and we want 

you to be able to have a copy. For those that can, consider 

sponsoring an extra book for someone else. 

 Remember my friends, wherever you go, whatever you do, 

you’re on the King's business. 

      Blessings,  

                  Pastor Kuder 

† † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † 

                                       THE WHY BEHIND  
 THE RED LETTER CHALLENGE  

                      Author:  Zach Zehnder 

 
 

Why does the world around us and the life we live not look 
anything like the reality Jesus talked about? Why is there no 
significant difference between the lives of those who call 
themselves Christians and the rest of the world? What kind of 
witness can we be in this world if we simply look the same as 
everyone else? If we are a poor representation of who God 
is, then what needs to change? What can we do? Rather 
than shrugging it off, isn't it time to change people's 
perceptions about the followers of Jesus Christ?  
What if we take the words of Jesus and actually put them into 



 
 

- 6 - 

practice? If we could actually do this, surely that would change 
people's perceptions about those who follow Jesus!  

Jesus finishes the Sermon on the Mount, the greatest sermon 
ever preached, by saying this in Matthew 7:24-27:  

“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts 
them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the 
rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds 
blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it 
had its foundation on the rock. But everyone who hears these 
words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a 
foolish man who built his house on sand. The rain came down, 
the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that 
house, and it fell with a great crash." 

Jesus is saying, "If you want your house to stand up, practice 
what I'm preaching. Do what I say." Jesus says in Luke 11:28: 
"Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey 
it." James, the brother of Jesus, says it even more simply in 
James 1:22: “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive 
yourselves. Do what it says.” 

Taking Jesus' words, the ones that are written in red letters in 
your Bibles, and putting them into practice. Literally. That's the 
very unoriginal yet revolutionary idea that's going to change 
not just the followers of Jesus, but the world in which we live!  

People who are new to the faith have often asked me, "How 
do I follow Jesus? What am I supposed to do?" Even people 
who have believed and followed Jesus for much of their life 
struggle to answer that question.  As I explored Christ's 
words, I found that He asked His followers to do many things, 
but He spent a good portion of His time focused on five main 
principles.  
 
1) Being     2) Forgiving     3) Serving     4) Giving     5) Going 
 
We re-organized the Challenge to introduce each of these five 
principles over the first five days. The following five weeks 
then focus on each of these principles for one full week.  
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By putting God's words into practice, you will find the life 

God has made for you! You will be led to spend more time with 
the God who loves you. You will serve and sacrifice more than 
you ever have before. You will forgive people you never thought 
you would be able to. (That person may even be yourself!) You 
will become a more generous person. You will be more bold and 
courageous in what you say and in how you live. And through 
the entire Challenge, you will celebrate and enjoy the life God 
has given you!  

Another thing that will probably happen is you will fail! Sorry for 
the harsh words. But I've never done the Challenge perfectly. 
There's been a day I missed here and there or an idea that was 
too hard for me for a particular day. If this happens to you, I 
invite you to write down your thoughts for that day and why you 
struggled. You will find that perhaps you are stronger in some 
areas than others in your faith.  

Being a follower of Jesus is not always pretty, and 

sometimes we mess up. We have forgiveness for those times 
and God urges us to come back to Him and keep following after 
Him. Whether you are experiencing success or failure, I want to 
encourage you not to get frustrated.  

Just keep moving on. What we are hoping to create is a new 
habit in your life. We don't want you to just do what God says for 
40 days and then never think about it again. I hope the practice 
of implementing Jesus' words in your life will become a daily 
occurrence for you. Habit formation isn't an overnight process. It 
takes a while. But you have to start somewhere, so let's start 
with His words and embark together on the Red Letter 
Challenge!  
 

WHO IS THE RED LETTER CHALLENGE FOR? 

As the great NBA theologian Allen Iverson once said in a press 
conference, “I mean listen, we're sitting here talking about 
practice, not a game, not a game, not a game, but we're talking 
about practice.”  
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Okay, so maybe he's not a theologian, but the former NBA star 
points to a reality that is true for nearly everybody — practice 
isn't as much fun as the game!  
Too many people think that to follow Jesus Christ, they have to 
wait on the sidelines until they have all of their life in order. They 
believe they have to wait until they understand the Bible and 
have read through the entire thing before they can do what He 
says to do.  

I believe the time to do what Jesus is asking is today. This 
Challenge is for you, whether you have been firm in your faith for 
decades, you've just come to faith in Jesus Christ, or you're 
wrestling with this whole God thing for the first time.  

No matter where you're starting, doing the words of Jesus will 

help you find the life you were made for. I believe few things 
stretch our faith more than actually getting involved and doing 
the things God is asking us to do. When we feel unequipped and 
unprepared (which you will feel at times in this Challenge), God 
will use those moments to give, shape, and form your faith.  

This Challenge is for anybody and everybody. Young and  
old. Men and women. Churched and unchurched. New 
Christian, life-long Christian, non-Christian. It's for anybody 
who's looking for something more in life. 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  

 
Thank you to everyone who participated in our back-to-

school collection for Verona Social Services. Together, we 
collected 36 single-subject notebooks, 6 folders, 5 boxes of 
colored markers, 6 boxes of crayons, 42 ballpoint pens, 12 
mechanical pencils, 96 no.2 pencils, 6 glue sticks, 6 
composition books, 5 highlighters, a box of paper clips, a 
calculator, a pencil sharpener, a box of colored pencils, and 
three book bags. Thank you for blessing local children in need 
with supplies to start the new school year.  

- Debbie Houlihan 
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“Kick the Tires” Conference  
Interested in having a risk-free opportunity to “kick the 

tires” on what it might look like to join Jesus on His mission in 
your everyday life? It’s simpler than you think and a lot more 
fun!  

On September 22, join Rev. Greg Finke, author of the 
popular book “Joining Jesus on His Mission,” as he introduces 
us to what it could look like for us to join Jesus on His mission 
here in New Jersey.  

This conference is not about how to become a more 
effective “Jesus salesperson” but about how to support each 
other as we become more intentional in joining Jesus in our 
everyday lives.  

Conference Location:  Somerset Hills Lutheran Church  
                 350 Lake Road  
                 Basking Ridge, NJ 07920  
                 908-766-2858  

Registration:$5 

Conference Schedule:  
  8:30 a.m. Arrive for Registration and Refreshments  
  9:00 a.m. The Mission Mindset for Joining Jesus  
10:15 a.m. Break  
10:30 a.m. The Mission Practices of Jesus  
11:45 a.m. Lunch  
12:15 p.m. How to Support Such a Lifestyle  
  1:00 p.m. Break  
  1:15 p.m. How to Get Started 
 

Our Annual Church Picnic  

will be on Sunday, September 23rd 
after the worship service. Please sign 
up on the chart in the narthex so we 
know how many to plan for. Also, 
indicate what type of side dish, salad, 

dessert, drinks, etc. you will bring. May we be blessed with 
good weather and a wonderful time of fellowship together! 
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It's official. We've passed the 1-year anniversary of being on 
mission in Hoboken. God has certainly done a lot of work here 
already, but there's still so much more work to be done!  

We recently started an evening worship and prayer meeting 
called Vespers, which meets in a local yoga studio (that's 
church planting for ya!), and one of the biggest reasons we've 
started doing this is that we believe that the challenges in this 
area are primarily spiritual challenges. Hoboken might be a 
secular city, but all that means is that Satan has adjusted his 
tactics to mislead a new generation. Paul reminds us, "For we 
do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 
against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this 
present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly places" (Eph. 6:12). Prayer is one of our strongest 
weapons against the Enemy and one of the best gifts that God 
has given to His Church.  

This year of ministry has illustrated just how much of a foothold 
our Enemy has in this city. There is certainly opposition toward 
faith, but what's even more common is apathy. And yet, oddly 
enough, God seems to work most powerfully in contexts just 
like this. Jesus regularly seeks and pursues people who are far 
from Him, and hundreds of cities just like Hoboken have been 
transformed by the power of the Gospel—person by person and 
block by block.  

We believe that by the power of God and by remaining 
steadfast in prayer and consistent in our work we will see 
people encounter Jesus and be transformed. We're just mere 
months away from launching our first public preview service. 
So, will you pray for us? Pray that God will give us a space 
where we can worship and hold regular services. Pray that God 
will continue to add to our launch team so that we have 30 
people on mission with us by year's end. And most of all, pray 
that people who do not know Jesus will come to know Him as 
their Lord and Savior for the first time as a result of our ministry.  
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Since this letter marks one year of being on mission, will you 
prayerfully honor that anniversary by giving again to the mission of 
Mile Square Church? You can do so online by going to 
http://supportmilesquare.church. If you prefer, you can write a 

check made out to "Kairos-Hoboken" and mail it to: LCMS-New 
Jersey District, 1168 Springfield Ave., Mountainside, NJ 07092.  

Thank you again for your prayers, support, and your generosity.  

              - Pastor Matt Lytikainen 

 

 

 

Refugee Ministry at the Oasis                Summer 2018 

News from Kenneth Meyer 

The Story of Ahmed  

Ahmed was born into a Muslim family in Iran. His dad started 
taking him to pray at the mosque when he was six. Once he 
started asking questions, there were no real answers. Only,“it 
says so in the Koran. That´s it.” This upset him, and as a 
teenager, he lost faith in Islam and questioned God. A big 
conflict with his uncle made it imperative to flee the country, and 
at just 18 years old, he found himself in Serbia. There, the only 
Farsi-speaking people that answered his spiritual questions were 
Jehovah Witnesses! He attended their meetings for a long time 
but noticed that the more he heard, the more their message 
became more unusual.  Praise God, an Iranian-Christian woman 
living in Germany took a short-term missions trip to Serbia! Their 
paths crossed and she told him about Jesus the Messiah, the 
Alpha and Omega. The Lord opened his eyes, and he placed his 
faith in Jesus. That was nine months ago. He left the JW´s, 
made it to Austria, and here at The Oasis he had many of his 
questions about Jesus answered. His faith is flourishing. He was 
granted permission to live in Austria, moved to Vienna, and 
attends our church. And just this past Sunday, we got to baptize 
him! He is now 20. God is good. 

 



 
 

- 12 - 

 

Michi´s Mom, Marianne 

In late July, Michi´s Mom, Marianne, suffered a stroke. Despite 
needing emergency surgery, the damage was miraculously 
small. God was answering prayer before we even knew what was 
happening. Her fine motor skills have been affected, but some 
physical rehab should clear that up. A few other doctors in the 
hospital even came to meet her, because they could hardly 
believe she fared so well. In other news, Michi is back at her 
part-time job at the Christian School now, and Oliver has his very 
first day of PreK on Monday! He will be in the classroom right 
next to Evelyn. They are doing great, and they have loved getting 
to swim a lot this summer. Blessings, Ken & Michi Meyer. 

 

***   ***   ***   ***   ***   ***   ***   ***   ***   ***   ***   ***   ***   ***    

 

Sunday School News  
Classes for children begin on Sept.16.  

Volunteers are needed to serve as substitute 
teachers. See Ruth Bolger if you are 
interested. 

 

♫♫♫   ♫♫♫  ♫♫♫  ♫♫♫  ♫♫♫  ♫♫♫  ♫♫♫  ♫♫♫  ♫♫ 

  

Calvary's Music Ministry 
Do you love music?  
Committed musicians are needed 
to enhance our worship services. 
Instrumentalists and singers are 
encouraged to attend!  
  

Praise Team - Thursdays at 6:00 
(instrumentalists) & 7:00 (singers)  

 

All are welcome! See Ruth Bolger for more information. 
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Sept.  1 Fred Cushmore Sept.  4 LaVerne Sieglen 
Sept.  7 Donald Eucker Sept.  9 Jaya Lakra 
Sept. 14 John Ricca Sept. 17 David Poesl 
Sept.20 Lewis Dokie Sept.23 Ajit Lakra 
Sept. 25 Randall Wernes Sept.28 Mildred Fucito 
Sept. 28 Fred Lausten Sept.30 Bill Martin 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Happy Anniversary 

 

         Sept.  8 Chris & Lauren Molinari 
         Sept.  9 Bob & Cindy Eucker 
         Sept. 15 Robert & Joy Varnay 
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Those Who Serve Us: 

 Altar Guild:   Joyce Sapara-Grant 
 

 Greeters: 
Sept.   2 10:00 AM Don & Lucille Wernes 

Sept.   9 10:00 AM Abbaccus & Jereetta Dokie 

Sept. 16 10:00 AM George & Marit Lofmark 

Sept. 23 10:00 AM Ajit & Jaya Lakra 

Sept. 30 10:00 AM Nancy Keltner, Brian Keltner 
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Those Who Serve Us: 

 Flower Visitors: 
Sept.   2 Edith Conte 

Sept.   9 Joyce Sapara-Grant 

Sept. 16 Jaya Lakra 

Sept. 23 Liz Kuder 

Sept. 30 Anne Daly 

 

 Ushers: 
Sept.   2 10:00 AM Gbenga Adesokan, John Ricca, 

Harold Vaughan 

Sept.   9 10:00 AM Ajit Lakra, John Wickham  

Sept. 16 10:00 AM Chris Molinari, Stephen Molinari, 

Gordon Wickham 

Sept. 23 10:00 AM Brian Keltner, David Eucker 

Sept. 30 10:00 AM Karl Wetter, Rich Akers 

 

 

 

 


