Calvary’s Mission
As God's Children, our mission is to
Know His Word,
Share His Word
and
Live His Word.

Calvary’s Vision
To be a Christ-centered church, alive with worship
and meaningful ministries, where the youngest to
the oldest are serving and being served, growing
and helping others to grow, and connecting with
each other and our surrounding communities.
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From the Pastor
I recently had Johnny Cash’s cover of the song “Personal Jesus,”
running through my head. There are several versions of this song and
each artist that performed it had their own personal interpretation of
the meaning of this song. Johnny Cash meant it sincerely,
demonstrating the genuine need of every person to find forgiveness in
and through Jesus.
I have to admit, I really like Johnny Cash’s reinterpretation of this
song. However, there’s a problem with the idea of having a personal
Jesus or, as some people like to say, to have a “personal relationship”
with Jesus. And I say this because Jesus doesn’t want our relationship
with Him to simply be personal but rather to be in the context of
community. In fact, in Saint Matthew’s account of the gospel he
quotes Jesus saying, “For where two or three are gathered in my
name, there am I among them.” –Matthew 18:20
Unfortunately, more and more these days the emphasis is placed
more on the individual rather than the group. Too many times I have
heard people tell me that they don’t need to go to church because they
can just watch it on TV or on the Internet. And yes, there are some
people who want to go to church but have physical limitations that
limit or even prevent their ability to attend worship. And my personal
belief is that God understands that. But for those of us who do have
the ability, we’re called to be a part of a church community.
God still calls us to be a part of a church community that confesses
that Jesus is Lord. To strengthen one another. To pray with one
another. To comfort one another. To worship with one another. And
that means not just for an hour or so on Sundays. Join a Bible study or
a prayer group. Invite your brothers and sisters to meet together for a
meal or go out for coffee. (I usually try to get together with other
pastors at least twice a month). If you haven’t seen someone in a while
or you’re struggling with something, pick up the phone, don’t wait for
someone else to do it. And if you know someone who isn’t a part of a
church, invite them. They just might take you up on the offer. We can
do so much more together than we ever could do alone.
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In the second chapter of Acts we find that one of the biggest
growth spurts of the Christian church happened in one day; 5000 plus
people! And to maintain their new-found faith, they did four things,
“they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship,
to the breaking of bread and the prayers.” –Acts 2:42
And that’s my dream for God’s church, both at 23 South Prospect
Street, in Verona, N.J. and across the globe: that we might grow in that
same fellowship and community with one another.

Remember my friends, wherever you go, whatever you do, you’re on
the King’s business.
Blessings,

Pastor Kuder
†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†

For the month of September, we will be collecting pink ribbon breast
cancer awareness items. The National Breast Cancer Awareness
Month was founded in 1985 as an annual international health
campaign. It was organized by major breast cancer charities to
increase awareness of the disease and raise funds for research into
its cause, prevention, diagnosis, treatment, and cure.
In October, the items collected will be distributed to participants of
the Breast Cancer Awareness Walk who are currently battling the
disease. Pink ribbon items can be easily found in many
businesses including the Dollar Tree in Parsippany. A collection
box will be in the narthex for your kind donations.
-Debbie Houlihan
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Naomi Apok

Birthday: July 9, 2007

We have received some recent news from Watoto regarding
Naomi, the child that Calvary is sponsoring. Firstly, it was
great to hear that she had been on tour from Fall 2015 to
Spring 2016 in the U.S. and Scandinavia! She lives with a
group of 7 other children (ages 2-12 yrs.) in a home in the
Watoto Village in Gulu (northern Uganda). She started back
to school in July and is making new friends, likes her
classroom with its colorful charts, and she says she wants to
be a doctor! Her favorite Bible story is about Jonah.
Think about sending her a letter or card…see the information
form in the magazine rack in the narthex for details.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Our Annual Church Picnic
will take place on Sunday, September 10th
after our worship service. Please sign up on the chart in the
narthex so we know how many to plan for. Also indicate
what type of side dish, salad, dessert, drinks, etc. you will
bring. May we be blessed with good weather and a
wonderful time of fellowship together!

Sunday School News
Classes for children begin on Sept.10.
Volunteers are needed to serve as
substitute teachers. See Ruth Bolger if you
are interested.
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Calvary's Music Ministry
Do you love music?
Committed musicians are
needed to enhance our
worship services!
Instrumentalists and singers
are encouraged to attend one
or both of the following
rehearsals:
Adult Choir - Tuesdays at
7:30 (begins 9/12)
Praise Team - Thursdays at 6:00 (instrumentalists)
and 7:00 (singers)
All are welcome! See Ruth Bolger for more information.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Traveling Exhibit & History Display for the
500th Anniversary of the Reformation
October 31, 2017 will mark the
500th anniversary of Martin
Luther posting the Ninety-Five
Theses. This significant
Reformation anniversary will
make Martin Luther and the
Lutheran tradition a topic of
conversation throughout 2017.

The LCMS New Jersey District has a 15-panel
traveling display highlighting important developments
in the history of the Protestant Reformation.
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The themes of the Reformation 500 Exhibit include:


Luther's Biography - birth, education, marriage,
excommunication from the Roman Catholic Church



Luther's World - Renaissance, social changes,
nation-state politics, technology, religious attitudes



Luther's Theology - Justification by Faith, Sola
Scriptura, Theology of the Cross, Luther's
spirituality



Luther's Legacy - worship, education, InterChristian relationships, impact of the Reformation
in the world

Calvary will have this exhibit on display Sunday, Sept. 24
in Kavasch Hall. Please stay for our coffee hour after
worship and take time to view this special exhibit !
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

An update from Jaire!
Hello Calvary Family,
I just wanted to email you to tell you that I'm doing great. Right
now I'm going through a process called staging, which is
constant rehearsal and practicing of song and dance. This
Saturday will be my first show, and I will be performing some
songs, so I might be able to send you videos of my solo
performances. I actually don't have a lot of pictures, but I will
send what I have. How is everyone doing? I'd love to hear
about how different events have gone back home. Please
email me back to let me know how you've all been. I will keep
in touch, love you all!
-- Jaire
Email: jairelargin@gmail.com
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Here’s Jaire’s itinerary, for your information:
Denver, Colorado, USA | July 25 to August 28
Zionsville, Indiana, USA | August 28 to September 4
Chagrin Valley, Ohio, USA | September 4 to September 11
Cumberland, Rhode Island, | September 11 to September 18
Portsmouth, NH, USA | September 18 to September 25
Harrisonburg, Virginia, USA | September 25 to October 2
Washington, DC, USA | October 2 to October 9
Then they are off to Mexico, Germany and Holland!
---------------------------------------------------

During the week of August 7,
twenty-five students and seventeen
volunteers attended Calvary's
Vacation Bible School where we
"searched the visible to discover
the invisible". The Bible lessons
taught that God, who created
everything there is -the knowable
and the unknowable, the visible and the invisible, wants a
relationship with us! From the very beginning, God had a plan
to restore the relationship He knew we would break. The five
Bible lessons taught how our relationship with God began and
then was broken in the book of Genesis, how it was restored
with Jesus' resurrection, and how the Holy Spirit allows our
relationship with God to continue today.
Each morning was divided into seven sections. The lively
opening in Kavasch Hall was enhanced by songs lyrics and
graphics projected on the screen using the newly-installed audio
video system. Next, students and leaders broke into groups and
moved on to their next station for Bible story, crafts, dance and
music, recreation, and snack. Everyone met together at the end
for a ten minute wrap-up of the day. The students loved the
daily review competition and the exciting five-part video about
a manned mission to Mars that went astray. Some other favorite
parts of the week were "Wacky Water Wednesday" and the
closing program for families on Friday.
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The Bible theme verse was Colossians 1:15-16: "He is the
image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For
everything was created by Him, in heaven and on earth, the
visible and the invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers
or authorities - all things have been created through Him and for
Him."
As usual, we were blessed and inspired by the imagination of
two special ladies who created decorations that brought the
outer space into our classrooms. We are thankful for everyone
who helped to offer this outreach event to our community. If
you haven't seen it yet, there is a short video of the week on the
Event page of our church website: http://www.veronalutheran.com
† † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † †
A Message from the Board of Worship:
On behalf of the Board of Worship, I would like to thank
those of you who took the time to reflect and complete the
worship questionnaire in the June Newsletter. Your
comments (some detailed) and concerns are being reviewed
as we endeavor to make our worship services more
meaningful and address issues brought to our attention.
Blending traditional and contemporary styles of worship is
never easy, and we should all remember that we come
together as God’s children to praise and worship Him, hear
His Word and grow in our faith.
Coming together for worship seems to be important for many
of you. As we develop service formats, review worship
materials and choose music, we are mindful of how the
service flows, look for ways to minimize disruptions during
the service and strive to make the services meaningful to all.
It is an ongoing process, so we ask for your prayers, your
patience, and your commitment to Calvary and most
importantly to our Lord as we seek His Will for our lives.
The formats and music may change over the years, but the
reason for coming together in God’s house does not change.
-- Anne Daly
for the Bd. of Worship
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Jereetta Dokie
I was born in Harper, Maryland County, Liberia to Rev. Jeremiah
Jargbo Sr. and Mrs. Mary Jargbo. I have five sisters and one brother.
My brother lives in Washington DC with his family; two of my sisters
are deceased and three currently reside in Monrovia, Liberia along
with my parents. I am married to a wonderful husband, Abbaccus
Dokie Sr. and we are blessed with four children; Abbaccus Jr.,
Abbacculyn, Lewis and Tracy.
Abbaccus and I met in college in 1989. He was a business student and
I was a nursing student. We both were determined to graduate in
1991, which was the estimated graduation date. Unfortunately, the
Civil War started in Liberia in 1990. It was a senseless and brutal war.
Four of our family members were assassinated on the same day. We
were afraid for the safety of our family so we fled Liberia to
neighboring Ivory Coast for refuge. It was a tough and very difficult
life, living in a foreign country as refugees; a life completely in despair.
All we had was our hope and trust in God for our day to day survival.
One year later, by the grace of God, my husband was hired as a
station manager for Pan African Travel Agency in Abidjan, Ivory Coast.
We lived in Abidjan, Ivory coast for 9 years. During that time, we were
actively involved in church and became members of the International
Christian Fellowship. In 2002-2003, we moved to New Jersey. My
husband became a member of Locasha Lutheran Church, previously
located on 18th Avenue in Newark, NJ.
My kids and I became members soon after our arrival in New Jersey in
2003. My family continued to worship with Locasha until 2008 when
we relocated to Calvary Lutheran Church due to the closure of
Locasha. I currently work as a Licensed Practical Nurse serving
individuals with special needs. Abbbaccus also works as a Community
Support Manager. My family became members of Calvary Church in
2007. I am involved in Adult Bible class, and love to sing and dance in
and out of church. I am a member of Unicco, Liberian organization.
My faith and trust in God through his son Jesus gives me hope for the
future “because I know He holds the future, and life is worth the
living, just because He Lives!”
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Sept. 1
Sept. 4
Sept. 7
Sept. 9
Sept. 14
Sept. 15
Sept. 17

Fred Cushmore
LaVerne Sieglen
Donald Eucker
Jaya Lakra
John Ricca
Harold Thompson
David Poesl

Sept. 21
Sept. 23
Sept. 24
Sept. 28
Sept. 28
Sept. 30

Harry Najimian
Ajit Lakra
Matthew Siegel
Mildred Fucito
Fred Lausten
Bill Martin

Happy Anniversary
Sept. 8

Chris & Lauren Molinari

Sept. 9

Bob & Cindy Eucker

Sept. 15

Robert & Joy Varnay
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Those Who Serve Us:
 Flower Visitors:
Sept. 3

Anne Daly

Sept. 10

Liz Kuder

Sept. 17

Sike Adesokan

Sept. 24

Jaya Lakra

 Ushers:
Sept. 3

10:00 AM Gbenga Adesokan, John Ricca,
Harold Vaughan

Sept. 10

10:00 AM Ajit Lakra, John Wickham

Sept. 17

10:00 AM Chris Molinari, Stephen Molinari,
Gordon Wickham

Sept. 24

10:00 AM Brian Keltner, Karl Wetter
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