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Calvary’s Mission 

As God's Children, our mission is to 

Know His Word, 

Share His Word  

and  

Live His Word. 
 

 

 

Calvary’s Vision 

To be a Christ-centered church, alive with worship 

and meaningful ministries, where the youngest to the 

oldest are serving and being served, growing and 

helping others to grow, and connecting with each 

other and our surrounding communities. 
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Years ago I used to watch the stand-up comedy show, 

“Saturday Night Live.”  One of my favorite actors from that 
show was the comedian Dana Carvey.  Mr. Carvey used to be 
in all sorts of skits, playing all sorts of characters during his 
time on that show.  Probably one of his most well-known 
characters was the Church Lady.  The Church Lady character 
would usually be interviewing whatever famous actor or 
musician happened to be hosting the show that evening, 
usually giving that person a hard time.  And while Mr. Carvey’s 
character had several quotable lines or catch phrases, there 
was one he would break out every so often when the guest 
didn’t live such a great life.  That phrase being, “The power of 
Christ compels you.”  And while that line was supposed to be 
a rebuke of that person’s life style, I believe that it’s one that 
we should think about. 

Does the power of Christ, or more importantly, does the 
love of Christ compel you?  Or do you take it for granted?  If 
His love does compel you, then the next question is how is it 
compelling you? 

The Merriam-Webster dictionary defines the word 
“compel” this way -- to drive or urge forcefully or irresistibly.  
Basically, you have no choice.  You can’t imagine not doing 
what you are doing. 

In case I haven’t mentioned it recently, I love my wife.  
She’s pretty awesome.  And I can’t imagine not having her in 
my life.  One of the things that I love to do is to lie next to her 
before she goes to sleep.  It doesn’t matter if I‘m going to bed 
then.  It doesn’t matter if I’m in the middle of something.  It 
doesn’t matter if I’m going to just get back out of bed once 
she’s asleep.  I just really want that time of simply lying next to 
her.  I’m compelled to do it.  For me, that’s just something that 
I need to do. I can’t imagine not doing it. 

But what about the love of Christ?  Is it compelling you to 
live your life any differently?  What does that look like for you? 
How are you living your life differently? 
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To paraphrase a good friend of mine, “Don’t live your life 
in ways that are a reaction to what other people have done to 
you, but rather live your life as a reaction to what Jesus has 
done for you.” 

   Remember my friends, wherever you go, whatever you 
do, you’re on the King's business. 

      Blessings,  

                  Pastor Kuder 

† † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † 

 

REMINDER: 

                                   

                                 VACATION  
                                                                  BIBLE  
                                                                  SCHOOL 
 

                                                                  Aug. 6–10, 2018 
                                                       from 9 a.m. to noon   

                                         Ages: 5 years old through 6th grade 

Theme Verse 
His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to 
life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called 
us to His own glory and excellence.   2 Peter 1:3 
 

This summer, Calvary will be inviting the children of Verona 
and surrounding towns to sound the buzzer!  Spirit week will 
be in session!  The children and staff will be learning the 
importance of joining God’s team, training hard, celebrating 
salvation and encouraging one another.  
 

Our motto is:  
 
 

Invite your friends and neighbors to register their children for a 

fun time of music, play, crafts, snacks and most importantly, 

learning about Jesus.  Contact Ruth Bolger for more details, to 

register or to volunteer! 



 
 

- 5 - 

NEWS FROM KEN MEYER JR. IN VIENNA -- 
 

 

Recently a refugee asked us, "What is Jesus?" 

After a recent Wednesday night Bible teaching at The Oasis, 

a refugee from Gambia (West Africa) asked, “What is Jesus?” 

The question revealed just how little he had heard 

about Jesus. We have such a special privilege to share about 

WHO Jesus is with the refugees that visit us! Praise the Lord, 

he took a New Testament with him after the Q & A session, as 

did his two friends that were with him. Again and again, we 

meet people who are hearing about Jesus for the first time; 

just this week an Afghani asked us, "I know a little bit about 

Jesus, can you please tell me more?" Yes! On one hand, 

questions like these are an exciting blessing, but on the other 

hand it is sad that there are not more believers already out 

there in these various countries, sharing the truth about Jesus. 

Perhaps the Lord is calling YOU to go? "Go therefore and 

make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 

them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, 

I am with you always, even to the end of the age. Amen" -

Matthew 28:19, 20. 
 
† † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † 

An uplifting surprise  
One weekend this winter, I got to visit a friend and new 

believer, Martin, who used to come to The Oasis all the time. 

He had been transferred to a town 5 hours away. From Iraq, 

he is here in Austria with his brother, who still suffers from 

trauma caused by his captivity under an Islamic militant group.  
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When I arrived at the facility where 25 refugees are housed, 

we were soon joined by seven other believers, from Iran! 

Some fled from persecution they faced as Christians, but the 

others first heard about Jesus here in Austria. It is rare that 

someone visits them, as they live in a remote town, so it was 

very special for them (and for me!). During our weekend 

together, we had a few spontaneous Bible studies and times 

of prayer together as well. Jeremy, also on staff at The Oasis, 

joined us on Saturday, and we got to visit the church they 

attend on Sunday. The Pastor was off preaching elsewhere, 

but my new Iranian friends had been entrusted with the key to 

the church, and so Jeremy and I shared a short sermon and 

we had a time of prayer there too. It was just the ten of us, in a 

300-year-old church, but God reminded me that WE are the 

beautiful church, not some old building with shiny, gold-plated 

stone statues (photo above). The church used to be a Catholic 

one, but in 1940 they gave it to the Lutheran church, and then 

they built a bigger Catholic church across the street. I am still 

in touch with this group of guys through What`s App, and we 

are going through a Bible reading plan together. Pray that they 

keep growing in their walk with the Lord, as they wait and wait 

for answers on their asylum decision from Austria (usually they 

are kept waiting two to three years to find out if they can stay 

here or not). Pray they use the time to study the Word deeply, 

and to keep on learning German. 
 

A brief family update   
Franz, Michi´s dad, is two-thirds through his chemotherapy 

treatments. He is looking healthy, but sometimes his blood 

work shows weakness and he has to take a week off from the 

chemo. He will only be able to have further cancer tests after 

all the chemo is over, so at this point we don’t know how his 

cancer is doing. Please pray for his healing and most of all for 

his salvation.  
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In other news, Michi’s job at the Christian School is going well 

and she will most likely be working there next year too. Less 

than half the students are Christians, so the school is an 

outreach post also. Our children, Evelyn and Oliver, are 

now five and three years old, respectively, and are doing 

great. We will visit NJ from June 14 to July 11, so we hope to 

see some of you then.  

      Blessings,  

      Ken & Michi Meyer 

 
P.S. Please pray for "Rasheed," a Muslim refugee who 
faithfully attends our church, to see Jesus and accept His 
grace, instead of trying to make it by his own good works. 
Also please pray for "P" who is under mental distress, 
depression, and in a mental facility, to find peace and 
healing in Jesus.  
 

 
                               

 

 

       The Grapevine 
    Discipleship, Part Two 

                                      Rev. Dr. Anthony Steinbronn 

 
 

The highlighted themes of this blog were presented by 

Dr. Walt Stuenkel at the Synod's first Great Commission 

Convocation, with much of the commentary coming 

from Martin Franzmann's commentary on the Gospel of 

Matthew.   
 
We were all blessed that day when Walt shared these major 
themes on "discipleship" and I hope that they will be a 
blessing to you this Easter season and beyond.  
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Missed Part One? Find it here.  
http://www.njdistrict.org/presidents-blog/discipleship-part-one 

 

4:   A disciple is an active student of God's Word and   

      builds one's life on the person and Word of Jesus  

      Christ. 
 
Jesus, in John's Gospel, identified two marks of a disciple: (1) 
"If you hold to My teaching, you are really My disciples. Then 
you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free...he who 
belongs to God hears what God says" (John 8:31-32, 47); and 
(2) "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 
another; even as I have loved you, that you also love one 
another.  By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if 
you have love for one another" (John 13:34-35) 
 
Jesus, toward the end of His teaching on a mountain one day, 
talked about people who are wise and people who are foolish. 
A wise person is someone who hears the words of Jesus and 
puts them into practice so that when the storms of life came 
(and these storms come to every person during this lifetime, 
especially the great storm of death), they are able to stand 
because they are built on the Rock Jesus Christ.    "But 
everyone who hears these words and does not put them into 
practice is like a foolish man who build his house on sand. The 
rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and 
beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash" 
(Matthew 7:24-27). 
 
The disciple of Jesus knows that there are many important 
things that are part of life such as food and clothing, work and 
relationships with others, but that there is ONE THING that is 
above all others:  to seek FIRST HIS KINGDOM AND HIS 
RIGHTEOUSENESS (Matthew 6:33). Because Jesus alone 
has the words of eternal life, they study His words, build their 
lives on Him and His Word (John 6:60-69), and obey all that 
He has commanded. 
 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_vqPjIGWznluBZhKcjb6n9tB7u-Qdi4B91dWPZRGJnJLHWL-S-Bs9NjiRSF-JFnIFlWNe_p3u5RVxrqSQckD9vRJxV3VO5BH3rbNDSbG8HFY0XAtD5sVKYb1GSqlC6JVzDyD2ywGhX3PBbOXh4lKVbYaOJdvuvx2AGkSKsO7dvbof70MWtZjYAeMATIb2YcB1Dx3VsHl886D04uThiEXbQWAt8X8x4MO&c=yRGQ9_pSXnEVeXRt7volTnSNTveIrI8-75Cw05Dx-ewsfzej7c8rqw==&ch=yuLrHv5T4a3-KRfbwrrq_i7o_x80Fq1vHFVKV1RaTukS-au7-SORIA==
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5:   A disciple does more than just master the Word, a  

      disciple is stamped and fashioned in the mold of  

      Jesus Christ and is a living witness to Him. 
 
When Jesus said, "follow Me," He was confiscating the 
hearer for Himself.  Jesus was laying claim to people in 
Messianic authority and with Messianic grace.  The 
message and life of the Kingdom was to determine THE 
WHOLE EXISTENCE OF THE DISCIPLE.  When Jesus 
opened His mouth and TAUGHT, He was more than a 
master teacher enunciating a higher system of ethics; He 
was the Messianic Master molding the wills of those whom 
He had claimed by His call. 
 
Those who receive His mercy, He makes them to be 
merciful; those who know and experience His peace, He 
makes them to be peacemakers.  They are salt and light 
and, as salt and light, they are to have a salutary effect 
upon their surroundings: salt seasons and preserves and 
light dispels darkness.   
 
As they live out their new existence in Christ, their lives are 
to reflect the implications of their new existence:  they can 
no longer veil their lovelessness with cultic performances 
such as animal sacrifice for, in Jesus, they are confronted 
with the God who desires MERCY and not sacrifice. The 
religious scribe haggled with the question "who is my 
neighbor?" and sought to find areas in one's life where a 
man did not have to love but Jesus removed every limitation 
from love by teaching His disciples to "love your enemies" 
and to "do good to those who hate you." 
 
As Paul reflected on the life that he had received from the 
Lord, he described this way of life of being fashioned and 
molded in the image of Jesus in this way:  "I have been 
crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ who 
lives in me; and the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in 
the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me" 
(Galatians 2:20). 
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What is one of Calvary’s strengths? 

 

The answer…our Praise Team’s Music Ministry! 
 

 

Every Sunday, Calvary’s Praise Team leads us 

in worship. We are passionate about our music 

and praising our Lord!  We often find that 

lyrics of contemporary songs connect back to 

favorite hymns as well as to scripture.  We 

encourage all to join us in song as we worship 

and to be uplifted.   

 

On April 22nd, we once again accompanied Pastor Kuder to 

nearby Crane’s Mill where he was to preach their afternoon 

service and we provided the music.  What a blessing it has 

been for us to share our talents and brighten the spirits of the 

residents there as we worship together.  They comment on 

how much they enjoy the music and look forward to our 

return!  We are able to spend time with our Calvary friends 

there: Fred Cushmore, Doris Deede, Howard Jespersen, Jean 

McNally and Millie Reich.  We usually also celebrate 

communion with them after the service has ended.   We, too, 

can’t wait for our next “gig”!!   

 

We are blessed with a wonderfully gifted Music Director, 

Ruth Bolger, and both the praise team and choir thank her for 

all her hours (and years) of hard work and inspiration!  

Calvary is truly blessed…                

                                                                  -- Anne Daly 
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Those Who Serve Us: 

 Altar Guild:   Joyce Sapara-Grant, Esi Sapara-Grant 
 

 Greeters: 
May   6 10:00 AM Gbenga & Sike Adesokan 

May  13  10:00 AM Klaus & Robin Haenchen 

May  20  10:00 AM Gordon & Ruth Wickham 

May  27  10:00 AM Nancy Keltner, Brian Keltner 
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Those Who Serve Us: 
 

 Flower Visitors: 
May   6 Jaya Lakra 

May  13 Joyce Sapara-Grant 

May  20 Edith Conte 

May  27 Anne Daly 

 

 Ushers: 

May   6 10:00 AM 
Gbenga Adesokan, John Ricca, 

Harold Vaughan 

May  13 10:00 AM Ajit Lakra, John Wickham  

May  20 10:00 AM 
Chris Molinari, Stephen Molinari, 
Gordon Wickham 

May  27 10:00 AM David Eucker, Brian Keltner  
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 May  1 Richard Akers  
 May  1 Margaret Eucker  
 May  9 Walter Sieglen Jr.  
 May 15 Araba Sapara-Grant  
 May 15 Christopher Bolger  

 May 26 Jaire Largin  
 May 28 Heinz Hauser  

 
 

       
 

 May  23 Donald & Margaret Eucker 
 May  29 John & Carol Wickham 

 


