News from Calvary

February 2018

Calvary’s Mission
As God's Children, our mission is to
Know His Word,
Share His Word
and
Live His Word.

Calvary’s Vision
To be a Christ-centered church, alive with worship
and meaningful ministries, where the youngest to the
oldest are serving and being served, growing and
helping others to grow, and connecting with each
other and our surrounding communities.
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Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your
own understanding. 6 In all your ways acknowledge him, and
he will make straight your paths. --Proverbs 3:5-6
5

Years ago, my wife, Liz, had a pet chinchilla named
Charlie. Sometimes when I had finished building something
with wood, if I had any small scraps left over, I would give
them to Charlie to chew on. Well, one of these times I had
some long pieces of dowel left over. When I gave one to her,
Charlie grabbed the dowel in the middle and decided that she
wanted to bring it back into her cage. Unfortunately, she didn’t
take something into account. She couldn’t figure out how to
get it through the doorway and into her cage.
Regrettably, for many Christians, we, too, struggle in a
similar way. We hear God’s Word. We say that we believe
and trust Him and want to follow Him. But when it comes time
to follow what God is telling us, we sometimes tweak what He
has said with a little of our own understanding. When we try
to do this, our results can often end up being like Charlie’s.
Things just don’t quite fit when we try to do them our way
versus God’s way.
In Proverbs 3, God tells us that if we trust in Him, He
will make our paths straight. I wonder how many of us add
extra twists and turns to our lives when we start to lean on our
own understanding. When the Israelites were trying to get to
the Promised Land, they managed to add 40 years’ worth of
extra twists and turns just to get there. (read Exodus and
Deuteronomy).
But here’s one of the many amazing things about God
that I have experienced in my own life. Even when we do end
up adding extra twists and turns to our lives by not following
those straight paths that He has laid out for us, God can still
use those mistakes, those extra twists and turns, for His glory.
(Genesis 50:20).
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That doesn’t mean that we should just forget about
what He’s telling us and do our own thing because we think
“Hey, it’s all going to work out in the end, right?” As God’s
children, we are called to follow and trust Him with our whole
heart. At the end of the day, He’s the one who knows better
than we do, anyway. And thank goodness for that. Or better
still, thank God.
Remember my friends, wherever you go, whatever you
do, you’re on the King's business.
Blessings,
Pastor Kuder

†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†

A Series of Midweek Services for the Season of Lent
“Not as I will, but as You will,” Jesus prayed to His Father the
night before He went to the cross for our salvation. And that
is our prayer as well this Lent as we seek to do God’s will in
our lives; as we draw near to the observance of Christ’s
suffering, death and resurrection during Holy Week. Written
by Rev. Justin Rossow, each service in the series focuses on
a different aspect of God’s will at work among us. Biblical
characters are used as insightful reference points each week
to guide us in following our Lord more nearly day by day.
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Midweek Service Dates and Themes
Please consider joining us!
Ash Wednesday – February 14
(with Holy Communion)
God’s Will and God’s Promise
February 21
God’s Will and My Inadequacy
February 28
God’s Will and My Dreams
March 7
God’s Will and My Identity
March 14
God’s Will and My Worldview
March 21
God’s Will and My Response
Please also join us for our Lenten Soup
Suppers at 6:15 pm each Wednesday.
Our Calvary cookbook has some wonderful
recipes and we always need soup makers
and dessert bakers! Worship at 7:30 will
follow this time of fellowship together.
Please contact Ruth Bolger or Anne Daly with any questions .
†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†

Congregational Meeting – Sunday, February 11
Our first Congregational Meeting of 2018 will be held after the
Worship Service on Sunday, February 11. There is much news
to report, so please plan to attend!
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Adult
Lutherans
Organized
for Action
Equipping Disciples for the 21st Century
an ALOA project in the NJ District
The "Age Wave" has arrived in the nation and in many of its
churches. People over the age of 50 will soon make up
over one-third of the U.S. population. It is more important
than ever that churches band together to mobilize middle
and older laity for effective ministry in their communities and
congregations. Adult Lutherans Organized for Action has
been a source of expertise as older Lutherans ask
questions of meaning while dealing with complex life
changes in employment, housing, and health. These
challenges intensify the need for the church to reach out,
equip Lutheran adults for active ministry, and provide strong
spiritual support.
ALOA's mission: To equip persons in the second half of life
as disciples of Jesus Christ for their service to family,
church, community, and world.
How can this happen? ALOA is looking for NJ District
congregations who will accept this challenge in a pilot
project. The invited churches will become a network of
support and encouragement for each other. An Adult
Ministry Team will provide leadership and planning for an
individual need of their congregation. Support from the
national ALOA Planning Team will be available and a local
Project Facilitator will be a key factor.
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If this sounds like a challenge that is meaningful, please
contact me. I will be happy to explain in more detail just
how this can be a successful plan for you. Thanks and
God's rich blessings as we mine the expertise of life and an
even longer faith walk for adults in your parish.
Shirley Carpenter, Board Chair
Adult Lutherans Organized for Action
Project Facilitator for NJ District Equipping Project

†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†

On January 21st we welcomed in the new year with
Calvary’s third annual Ladies’ Tea, arranged and hosted by
Debbie Houlihan. The hard work and effort she put into
making this event a success were clearly seen as guests
walked into a beautifully-decorated Kavasch Hall. It was a
silver and gold wonderland with red roses on each table,
desserts from cake to cookies on display and an endless
assortment of tea. Approximately sixty ladies attended this
wonderful event to hear Joyce Hayes, an inspiring speaker
and vocalist. She was accompanied by her husband, Robert.
They minister to others through their music, from singing at
church services to performing at events like our tea. Joyce and
Robert are worship leaders and attend America’s Keswick in
Whiting, NJ. We were blessed to have them as our special
guests at last year’s Ladies’ Tea. This year was just as great a
blessing.
-8-

As we anticipated an encouraging message from
Joyce, tea and coffee were served by a few men who
graciously volunteered. We had a special time of fellowship
with the other women while enjoying the sweet treats,
accompanied by jazz standards played by Chris Molinari on
the piano.
The second hour of the event was filled with Joyce’s
singing and message. She weaved music with the message in
a way that was encouraging and captivating. Joyce began by
speaking about the gift of hospitality and generosity. We
reflected on the way we love others through our hospitality
with the same love that Christ gives us. The main focus of the
message was asking ourselves, “Are we putting our trust in
God or in money?” Joyce went through the story of the
Shunammite woman and encouraged us to focus on where
our treasures are stored. Our treasures are stored up in
heaven, and while earthly things will fade, our hope in Christ is
so important in our relationship with Him. When trials come
our way and we feel hopeless or lost, God is always right there
with us, giving us hope for brighter days ahead.
Thank you so much to Debbie for planning and
preparing this great event. There was a lot of work that went
into it, and on behalf of Calvary, we thank you for the way you
so selflessly serve and give of your time and skills.
--Erika Franke
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Ajit and Jaya Lakra
Jaya and I were born in the north-eastern state of India called
Bihar (now Jharkhand). We grew up in different towns, met
each other when engaged in 1968 and we were married in
December of the same year. My parents were middle school
teachers. I was the third of three brothers and three sisters.
Jaya’s mother was a high school teacher and her father served
in the army during WW II, since India was under British rule
until 1948.
Both of our families were Lutheran. Our great-grandparents
became believers through the work of German missionaries
between 1850-70. A ship with four German missionaries that
was headed for Burma (now Myanmar) broke down in Calcutta
(now Kolkata). The missionaries had to abandon their mission
to Burma. They started preaching the Good News there in
India. Thanks be to God that they preached to our area! We
grew up attending church schools and enjoyed Sunday school.
I received a BS in Mechanical Engineering in 1963 and worked
for a few years as an Assistant Engineer in a government
undertaking with Russian collaboration. When I learned that the
U.S. government was giving immigrant visas for scientists,
engineers and doctors, I applied and was selected to come to
the USA in June of 1970. Upon landing at JFK, I received my
green card and walked out of the big door of the International
Arrivals Building. I went to the 34th Street YMCA in NYC
because it was the cheapest place to stay. I had just $400 in my
pocket.
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After a week of job hunting, a Hindu engineer friend who had
been in the USA for a year called me. He invited me to share
his one bedroom apartment in Queens for no charge until I got
a job. He showed me how to find a job through library
newspapers, the yellow pages and by visiting employment
agencies. I tried with no success. Soon I realized that without
God’s help I would not find a job. Back then, there were no
computers, internet or cell phones.
One day, to my surprise, the telephone rang. A gentleman
invited me to interview at a small company in Bushwick,
Brooklyn. The interviewer, named Martin, offered me a
drafting job. Martin, the chief engineer, was 66 years old. He
later told me that he wanted to help me after reading my
resume. He himself had come to the USA from Austria some
30 years before and had been in a similar situation. I was
thankful to God for Martin and my Hindu friend!
So that’s how I started here in the USA. Jaya joined me in
1971. We lived in Briarwood, Queens, NY and attended
nearby Grace Lutheran in Jamaica. I worked for Martin for two
years. Next, in 1973, I got a job as a designer in a small firm
for industrial heating/cooling systems in Manhattan. During
that time, I obtained my Professional Engineer’s license for
NY State. In 1979, I joined a NYC midtown consulting firm
involved in the nuclear power industry. We lived for two years
in Champaign, Illinois and for a few months in Fort Worth,
Texas.
In March of 1988, I joined a British firm in Stamford,
Connecticut that designed pharmaceutical plants. At the end
of 1988, I accepted a US Department of Defense Engineering
position in Fort Meade, Maryland. I was transferred in 1989 to
the US Department of Health and Human Services in NYC. In
2007, I transferred to the Department of the Treasury in
Mountainside, NJ and retired soon after.
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While raising three children, Jaya studied to be a licensed
Medical Technologist. She worked in several hospitals/labs in
the NY/NJ metropolitan area.
In 1980 we moved from Queens to Cedar Grove and attended
First Lutheran in Montclair. Our two sons graduated from Cedar
Grove High School. We have been living in West Orange since
2001.
About ten years ago, we visited Calvary and were befriended by
Pastor Gregg Ramirez who invited me to be an elder. I enjoy
ushering and assisting for communion. Jaya volunteers in the
altar guild and is a flower visitor. We both enjoy Bible studies.
Outside of church, Jaya enjoys shopping and volunteering at the
Red Cross. My hobby is golfing during the summer. In my
younger days, I enjoyed playing soccer, field hockey and
badminton. Jaya and I have traveled to some of the national
parks with our children. Now, we like to take tours of different
lands and peoples whenever possible and we occasionally visit
India.
We thank God for His countless blessings and protection,
especially for giving us David and allowing us to live closer to
Him! We enjoy religious television, and apologists and
archeologists of many sorts. Jaya’s favorite Bible verse is Psalm
16:8 “I have set the Lord always before me. Because He is at my
right hand, I will not be shaken.” Her favorite song is “Because
He Lives I Can Face Tomorrow”. My favorite Bible verse is
Psalms 103:2 “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His
benefits.” My favorite songs are “I Love to Tell the Story” and
“Amazing Grace”. There are also many contemporary praise
songs that we like.
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Those Who Serve Us:
 Altar Guild:

Robin Haenchen, Lauren Molinari

 Greeters:
4

10:00 AM

Klaus and Robin Haenchen

Feb. 11

10:00 AM

Nancy Keltner, Brian Keltner

Feb. 18

10:00 AM

Gordon and Ruth Wickham

Feb. 25

10:00 AM

Abbaccus and Jereetta Dokie

Feb.
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Those Who Serve Us:
 Flower Visitors:
Feb. 4

Jaya Lakra

Feb. 11

Edith Conte

Feb. 18

Anne Daly

Feb. 25

Liz Kuder

 Ushers:
Feb. 4

10:00 AM Gbenga Adesokan, John Ricca,
Harold Vaughan

Feb. 11

10:00 AM Ajit Lakra, John Wickham

Feb. 14
Feb. 18
Feb. 21
Feb. 25
Feb. 28

7:30 PM

John Ricca, John Wickham

10:00 AM Chris Molinari, Stephen Molinari,
Gordon Wickham
7:30 PM

Ajit Lakra, Gordon Wickham

10:00 AM Brian Keltner, Karl Wetter
7:30 PM

David Behlen, Bob Eucker
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Feb. 3
Feb. 4
Feb. 7
Feb. 8
Feb. 14
Feb. 21
Feb. 22
Feb. 28

Eric Ponczek
Bill Keltner
Lehman Lee
Mickie Vincent
Ken Meyer
Tracy Dokie
Karl Wetter
Melissa Bonaguide
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2018 Ladies’ Tea – Silver and Gold
with Joyce Hayes
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