
 



 
 
 

            Calvary’s Mission 

  As God's Children, our mission is to 

 Know His Word, 

 Share His Word  

and  

 Live His Word. 
 

 

 

Calvary’s Vision   

To be a Christ-centered church, alive with worship and 

meaningful ministries, where the youngest to the 

oldest are serving and being served, growing and 

helping others to grow, and connecting with each 

other and our surrounding communities. 
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In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right 
in his own eyes. –Judges 21:25 

If you just read this passage that comes at the end of the 
book of Judges, you may be thinking that this is a strange one to 
quote this time of year, with Christmas right around the corner. 
And yet, I would argue that this passage is extremely important 
for our time. The truth is that the author of the book of Judges, 
Samuel, thought that this statement was so important that he 
repeated several times that there was no king. God wanted to be 
their King, but the people didn’t want any king or any authority 
over them. They wanted to do what was right in their own eyes. 
This is the same sin that existed from the beginning of the fall. 

This is an important book for us because we live in a time 
and country where we don’t want to come under authority. We 
don’t want people telling us what’s right or wrong. We don’t want 
to come under Kingship. In fact, more and more people today 
boast about doing and believing what they want to. Everyone 
wants to do what’s right in their own eyes. 

This mentality stands out as especially interesting when we 
are preparing to celebrate the birth of our King, Jesus; the One 
who came down from heaven as a baby with a manger as His 
throne. The unfortunate reality is that so many people didn’t 
want to recognize Jesus as their king. They didn’t want Him to 
have authority over them. 

And yet, as I write this, I can’t help but wonder if that’s why 
so many people in the world today no longer get excited about 
Christmas and Easter. They too don’t want to fully recognize 
Jesus as king. They say they love Him and worship Him, but 
they don’t want Him to have complete authority over their lives. 
For a lot of people, only part of what God says actually matches 
up with their own beliefs. Far too often, I’ll have one of my pastor 
friends tell me how a member of his congregation told him that 
they knew what God’s Word said about a certain topic or issue, 
but they just didn’t believe it (or chose not to believe it.) 
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The reality is that God is still our King. He is still the Lord of 

Life, the Alpha and the Omega. The only question is "Are you 

going to follow Him?" As a Christian, are you going to 

surrender Your life to Him and submit to His authority or are 

you going to try to do what’s right in your own eyes? Your 

decision doesn’t change His authority. The only thing that 

changes is whether you will submit to Him or live in rebellion 

against Him. 

And that’s why it’s so important that we believers devote 

time every day to our relationship with God. When we do this, 

we should acknowledge to Him that we live in a world where 

people don’t want to recognize Him as King and Lord of their 

lives, and then beg Him to be our King. Say to Him: I love Your 

kingdom. I love being under Your rule. Without Your guidance, 

I’m going to do what I want to do today and what I think is right. 

If I am left to my own devices, it will lead to the same mess that 

I see in the book of Judges. I don’t want that. I want You to be 

my King and I want to be obedient to You, even when it’s not 

what I want, because Your Word and Your rule are perfect. 

And so my prayer for you is that you desire God to truly 

and completely be the Lord and authority over your life; that 

you no longer desire to do what you feel is right in your own 

eyes, but desire to do what is right in His eyes. And that when 

you hear or read His Word, you accept it as His guiding 

message for your life. So as you do this, the excitement of the 

celebration when He first came down among us would return 

to you and you would be filled with His love. 

Remember my friends, wherever you go, whatever you do, 

you’re on the King’s business. 

 

               Blessings,  

                  Pastor Kuder 
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Big Idea of the Sermon Series: Advent is a time of 

preparation for an encounter with the God who came in the 

flesh. In a similar way, liturgy builds toward and prepares the 

congregation for the proclamation of the Word. As we prepare 

for Christmas, we eagerly celebrate the coming king, while 

looking forward to His soon return. This four-week Advent 

series references the riches of a traditional Advent liturgy and 

incorporates important elements of worship into the series. 

 

 

 

In this Advent midweek worship series, we welcome the 

Christ Child, who is the light of the world, arising in our lives 

this season. In celebration, we, in turn, shine with the light of 

Christ in various ways for all the world to see the brightness of 

His love. Each week will focus on a different aspect of the light 

of Christ and how we are enlightened by Him throughout our 

lives. The theme verse for the entire series is: “Arise, shine, for 

your light has come” (Isaiah 60:1).   
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Advent Midweek Worship  

And Soup Suppers 

The Advent season begins Dec. 1st. As 
we prepare our hearts and minds for 
the coming of Christ, we invite you to 
join us for our Wednesday evening 
soup suppers and worship services. 

Soup suppers start each Wednesday at 

6:15 p.m., followed by a worship service at 7:30 p.m.  

 

Dec. 4:  Rising Light (Isaiah 60:1): Living in the light of Jesus, 
we prepare to celebrate His birth. Repenting of our sins, we 
put away the works of darkness and dress in the armor of light.  

Dec. 11:  Reflected Light (Zechariah 9:16): During Advent we 
remember the birth of Jesus, the Light of the world. We reflect 
His light in our daily lives.  

Dec. 18:  Healing Light (Malachi 4:2): With repentant joy we 
anticipate the birth of our Savior. We listen to His Word and 
live according to it until He comes again. 

† † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † 

  

 

Come “Deck the Halls” at Calvary! 
 

December 13 at 6:30 p.m. 
 

We all admire the beautiful Christmas trees 
that shine brightly in the Sanctuary and 
Kavasch Hall each year. Before you decorate 
your tree at home, come and join us as we 
decorate God’s house in preparation for 
Christmas. Afterwards we’ll enjoy cocoa and 
cookies together. 

                          - 7 - 



ANNUAL LIVING 

NATIVITY 
 

Calvary’s annual living 
tableau of the nativity will be 

held Sunday, Dec. 15th from 

5:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. This traditional event has become one 
of our major community outreach programs.  
Everyone is encouraged to get involved in some way.  We 
need bakers and singers, as well as your assistance in 
promoting the event. Take flyers and hand them out to 
anyone who may seem interested. There will also be a need 

for actors and actresses of all ages!  Ask your family, 

friends and neighbors if they would like to participate. 
Our collection of costumes fits all sizes. You will not be 
required to speak any lines and winter coats can be worn 
under the costumes. 
Please sign up on the poster in the Narthex if you are able to 
participate.  If you have any questions, please contact  
Robin Haenchen at 973-783-7783. 

 
And there were in the same country 
shepherds abiding in the field, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. And, lo, 
the angel of the Lord came upon them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone round 
about them: and they were sore afraid. 
And the angel said unto them, Fear not: 
for, behold, I bring you good tidings of 
great joy, which shall be to all people. 
For unto you is born this day in the city 

of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this [shall be] 
a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly there was with the 
angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and 
saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good 
will toward men.(Luke 2: 8-14) 

S P R E A D     T H E     W O R D ! 
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Caroling with Calvary!     
 

It’s never too early to start playing Christmas carol- s-- at least, 
that seems to be the reigning theory in department stores and 
on radio stations. While we may not all agree with this theory, 
carols certainly do have a time and place in the Christmas 

season.  This year that time and place is Sunday, Dec. 22. 
We will meet at Calvary at 2:00.   

Caroling has been a Calvary tradition for many years.  It is a 
way to reach out to those who may have trouble making it to 
church on Christmas Day, to let them know that we are 
thinking of them. So, if you’d like to brush up on your 
knowledge of carol lyrics while spreading the joy of the season, 
come join us!  
Call Ruth Bolger for more information: 973-226-2487. 
 

Christmas Worship Services  

We encourage you to invite your family to “come home” 
to Calvary and join us as we celebrate our Savior’s birth.  

 

Dec. 24  at 7:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

Dec. 25  at 10:00 a.m. Christmas Day Service 

 

Note: There will be no service on New Year’s Eve. 

† ~ † ~ † ~ † ~ † ~ † ~ † ~ † ~ † ~ † ~ † ~ † ~ † ~ † ~ † ~ † ~ † ~ † 

 

A Christmas thank you- 

In the last couple of months Calvary's scrip 
program has picked up so that by year's end we 
will have sold over $28,000 worth of scrip, 

earning Calvary over $1000 profit. Thank you to everyone who 
purchased scrip in 2019, especially to our several faithful 
members who are consistent in supporting Calvary through the 
scrip program. 
In 2020 let's all try to keep this easy way to help our church in 
mind. Make buying scrip a habit and we could double our 

profits!                  - 9 - 



Our Annual Ladies Tea is on Sunday, 

January 26th from 2:00-4:00 (snow date 

Saturday, February 1st). We will be 

welcoming back the acclaimed speaker and 

author Jennifer Sands, the widow of Jim 

Sands who was killed in the World Trade Center attacks on 

September 11th, 2001. She has a new faith-filled message for 

us this year. 

Invitations will be sent to women outside of Calvary from last 

year‘s mailing list. To save cost, invitations to our Calvary 

ladies will be made through the newsletter and worship bulletin 

announcements. This is an opportunity to invite friends, 

neighbors, family, or coworkers to come to Calvary and enjoy 

some free fellowship with us. Space in Kavasch Hall is limited, 

so please call Debbie Houlihan at 201-247-6338 to reserve 

seats for you and your guests. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Julie (Molinari) and Chris Erwin proudly announce the birth of 
their second child, William Scott, born on November 23. 

Molly (Keltner) and Dan Jaffe proudly announce the birth of 
their first child, Theodore Charles, born on November 26. 

We rejoice with the Bolger family on the engagement of their 
daughter Laura to Michael Rothe. 

We rejoice with the Keltner family on the engagement of their 
son Brian to Brittney Horvath. 
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Thank You All! 

As another year draws to a close, we would like to extend our 

heartfelt thanks to all of our members who give of their time 

and talents to support everything we do. We are one body with 

many parts, and each part is essential to the life of Calvary. 

 Altar Guild 

 Bakers & Cooks 

 Bible Study Leaders 

 Choir 

 Church Secretary 

 Church Leadership 

 Flower Visitors 

 Greeters 

 Mission & Outreach Coordinators 

 Music Director & Organist 

 Pastor Kuder 

 Praise Team 

 Property Committee Members 

 Sunday School Teachers 

 Ushers 
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Those Who Serve Us: 

     Altar Guild:   Joyce Sapara-Grant 

 

 Greeters: 
Dec.  1    10:00 a.m. Karen Gordon El 

Dec.  8    10:00 a.m. Nancy Keltner 

Dec. 15    10:00 a.m. Edith Conte 

Dec. 22    10:00 a.m. Nancy Keltner 

Dec. 24      7:30 p.m. Nancy Keltner, Brian Keltner 

          Dec. 25    10:00 a.m. Gordon and Ruth Wickham 

          Dec. 29    10:00 a.m.     
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Those Who Serve Us: 

 Flower Visitors: 
Dec.  1  Joyce Sapara-Grant 
Dec.  8 Jaya Lakra 
Dec. 15 Anne Daly 
Dec. 29 Anne Daly 

 Ushers: 
Dec.  1  10:00 a.m. Gbenga Adesokan, John Ricca, 
     Gordon Wickham 
Dec.  4   7:30 p.m. Bill Keltner, John Wickham 
Dec.  8 10:00 a.m. Ajit Lakra, John Wickham 
Dec. 11   7:30 p.m. Bob Eucker, Gordon Wickham  
Dec. 15 10:00 a.m. Richard Akers, Brian Keltner,  
    Stephen Molinari 
Dec. 18   7:30 p.m. Gordon Wickham, John Wickham  
Dec. 22 10:00 a.m. Gbenga Adesokan, Karl Wetter 
Dec. 24   7:30 p.m. Richard Akers, Brian Keltner, 
    Stephen Molinari, John Ricca 
Dec. 25 10:00 a.m. 
Dec. 29       10:00 a.m. Abbaccus Dokie, Lewis Dokie 
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             Dec.  2 Gordon Wickham 
             Dec.  2 John Wickham 
             Dec.  5 Elaine Methven 
             Dec.  6 Cindy Eucker 
             Dec.  7 Thankamma Mathews 
             Dec.  9 George Lofmark 
             Dec. 10 David G. Behlen 
             Dec. 11 Claire Scott 
             Dec. 16 Tanny Singh 
             Dec. 18 Gbenga Adesokan 
             Dec. 24 Chris Eucker 
             Dec. 25 Jesus our Savior 

 
 

 

Happy Anniversary 

 

    Dec.  22   Don & Lucille Wernes 
    Dec.  26   Ajit & Jaya Lakra 
    Dec.  29   Chris & Joyce Sapara-Grant 
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