Calvary’s Mission
As God's Children, our mission is to
Know His Word,
Share His Word
and
Live His Word.

Calvary’s Vision
To be a Christ-centered church, alive with worship
and meaningful ministries, where the youngest to the
oldest are serving and being served, growing and
helping others to grow, and connecting with each
other and our surrounding communities.
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And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in
swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no
place for them in the inn. –Luke 2:7
As most of you have probably heard by now, my wife,
Liz, is pregnant with our first child. While I sit here
contemplating this as I write, I realize that by this time next
year, Lord willing, Liz and I will be holding our own child. That
thought makes me contemplate the above passage in a new
light.
Of the four Gospels, Saint Luke’s account gives us the
most detail about the actual birth of Jesus, but those details
are limited to just this one verse. Mary gives birth to baby
Jesus in a barn because there wasn’t any other place for them
to stay. It was either sleep in a barn or out in the cold. And
then Luke tells us that after baby Jesus was born, Mary laid
Him in a feeding trough because that was the best place for
sleeping that she could find in the barn.
I think about this scene in my head, because for most
of us, the scene that runs in our heads is the stereotypical
nativity scene - baby Jesus in the feeding trough with Mary
and Joseph on either side and maybe some angels,
shepherds, and kingly-looking people on the periphery. But as
I play this scene in my head, I want someone to pick up baby
Jesus and hold Him. I wonder why no one is holding this
newborn in their arms. The reality is that Mary almost
certainly held baby Jesus in her arms quite frequently. Luke
probably added this visual detail about laying baby Jesus in
the manger to accent where they were.
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With this scene, as much as I want Mary to pick up
baby Jesus, as much as I want to pick up and carry baby
Jesus…there is one sure truth. Jesus is carrying each of us.
And we know this because in that feeding trough there wasn’t
just a baby. That feeding trough held our Savior and King who
holds all of His children.
May each of you have a blessed Christmas.

Remember my friends, wherever you go, whatever you do,
you’re on the King’s business.
Blessings,
Pastor Kuder
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SEARCHING FOR

Our Sermon Series for December
Big Idea of the Sermon Series: This three-week series
explores how understanding the joy and power of Christmas
involves more than simply talking about Jesus or insisting
the local store greeter says, “Merry Christmas!” Instead, it
means applying Jesus’s message of hope and reconciliation
to our everyday lives.

†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†

Advent Worship & Soup Suppers
The Advent season begins Dec. 3rd.
As we prepare our hearts and minds
for the coming of Christ, we invite
you to join us for our Wednesday
evening soup suppers and worship
services.
Soup suppers start each
Wednesday at 6:15 p.m., followed by a worship service at
7:30 p.m. Services will take place on December 6th,
December 13th and December 20th.
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The theme for this year’s midweek Advent series is
Together in Advent when we celebrate together as the
family of God the coming of His Son for our salvation. Each
week will focus on a different activity for our “to-do list” that
is centered on giving and sharing instead of on materialism.
• Week 1: Be Present (Malachi 3:1-7)
• Week 2: Send Peace (Micah 5:2-5a)
• Week 3: Share Joy (Zephaniah 3:14-20)
The sign-up chart for soup suppers is in the narthex.
As usual, we are looking for soup chefs, salad makers and
dessert bakers. Browse your Calvary Cookbook for ideas!
Speak to Anne Daly or Ruth Bolger if you have any
questions. Do join us for this wonderful time of fellowship.

Come “Deck the Halls” at Calvary!
December 15 at 6:30 p.m.
We all admire the beautiful Christmas trees
that shine brightly in the Sanctuary and
Kavasch Hall each year. Before you decorate
your tree at home, come and join us as we
decorate God’s house in preparation for
Christmas. Afterwards we’ll enjoy cocoa and
cookies together.
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Caroling with Calvary!
It’s never too early to start playing Christmas carols-at least, that seems to be the reigning theory in department
stores and on radio stations. While we may not all agree with
this theory, carols certainly do have a time and place in the
Christmas season.
This year that time and place is Saturday, Dec. 16th. We will
meet at Calvary at 1:00.
Caroling has been a Calvary tradition for many years. It is a
way to reach out to those who may have trouble making it to
church on Christmas Day, to let them know that we are
thinking of them. So, if you’d like to brush up on your
knowledge of carol lyrics while spreading the joy of the
season, come join us! Contact Ruth Bolger for more
information: 973-226-2487.
†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†~†

Service Times for
Christmas & New Year’s Eve
Sunday morning worship on Christmas Eve and New Year’s
Eve will be at 10:00 a.m., as usual.
Dec. 24th at 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 25th at 10:00 a.m.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Christmas Day Service

Note: There will be no evening service on New Year’s Eve.
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ANNUAL LIVING NATIVITY
Calvary’s annual live tableau of the nativity
will be held Sunday, December 17th from
5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. This traditional event
has become one of our major community
outreach programs.
The tableau is created outdoors with custom-made
costumes and live animals. Crafts for children, Christmas
carols and refreshments are provided to our community
guests.
Everyone is encouraged to get involved in some way. We
need bakers and singers, as well as your assistance in
promoting the event. There will also be a need for actors
and actresses of all ages! We will have some new
costumes, and our collection of costumes fits all sizes. You
will not be required to speak any lines and winter coats can
be worn under the costumes.
Please sign up on the poster in the Narthex if you are able
to participate. If you have any questions, please contact
Robin Haenchen at 973-783-7783.
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As part of our Sunday morning
service on December 24th, the
Sunday school will present a
short Christmas program
entitled “Love and Light.”
It is always a blessing for us
to see the children light up
our service with their joyful
singing and excitement.
With our candlelight service
just hours away, their
message will be even more
meaningful this year!
**********************************************************************

An update from Jaire’s Mom!
Now that Jaire is in Europe, and may not always have
access to the internet, communication has been less
frequent. He will finish his Up with People tour in Dec.
(Germany, Holland and Italy) and then return home for
Christmas. We hope to see him then and also learn more
of his experiences abroad with UWP. He is waiting to hear
if his application to intern with the organization is approved.
Stay tuned!
P.S. Let’s keep Jaire in our prayers and send him an email
from time to time.
Email: jairelargin@gmail.com

Our annual Ladies’ Tea
will be on January 21 from 2-4 p.m.
Details to follow…Mark your calendar!
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Thank You All!
As this year draws to a close, we would like to extend our
heartfelt thanks to all of our members who give of their time
and talents to support everything we do. We are one body
with many parts, and each part is essential to the life of
Calvary.
















Altar Guild
Bakers & Cooks
Bible Study Leaders
Choir
Church Secretary
Church Leadership
Flower Visitors
Greeters
Mission & Outreach Coordinators
Music Director & Organist
Pastor Kuder
Praise Team
Property Committee Members
Sunday School Teachers
Ushers
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Dec. 2
Dec. 2
Dec. 5
Dec. 6

Gordon Wickham
John Wickham
Elaine Methven
Cynthia Eucker

Dec. 9
Dec. 10
Dec. 10
Dec. 11

George Lofmark
David G. Behlen
Christopher Thompson
Claire Scott

Dec. 7

Thankamma
Mathews

Dec. 16

Tanny Singh

Dec. 24

Christopher Eucker

Happy Anniversary
Dec. 22

Donald and Lucille Wernes

Dec. 26

Ajit and Jaya Lakra

Dec. 29

Chris and Joyce Sapara-Grant
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Those Who Serve Us:
 Altar Guild:

Joyce Sapara-Grant, Esi Sapara-Grant

 Greeters:
Dec. 3

10:00 AM

Ajit and Jaya Lakra

Dec. 10

10:00 AM

Karl and Luise Wetter

Dec. 17

10:00 AM

Chris and Lauren Molinari

Dec. 24

10:00 AM

Gbenga and Sike Adesokan

Dec. 24

7:30 PM

Nancy Keltner, Karen Gordon-El

Dec. 25

10:00 AM

George and Marit Lofmark

Dec. 31

10:00 AM

Nancy Keltner, Brian Keltner
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Those Who Serve Us:
 Flower Visitors:
Dec. 3

Jaya Lakra

Dec. 10

Edith Conte

Dec. 17

Anne Daly

Dec. 31

Liz Kuder

 Ushers:
Dec. 3
Dec. 6
Dec. 10
Dec. 13

10:00 AM Gbenga Adesokan, John Ricca,
Harold Vaughan
7:30 PM

Gordon Wickham, Bob Eucker

10:00 AM Ajit Lakra, John Wickham
7:30 PM

John Ricca, Richard Akers

Dec. 20

10:00 AM Chris Molinari, Stephen Molinari,
Gordon Wickham
7:30 PM John Wickham, Ajit Lakra

Dec. 24

10:00 AM Rich Akers, Karl Wetter

Dec. 17

Dec. 24

7:30 PM

Brian Keltner, David S. Behlen,
Chris Molinari, Stephen Molinari

Dec. 25

10:00 AM Gordon Wickham, John Wickham

Dec. 31

10:00 AM Abbaccus Dokie, Lewis Dokie
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